
ALPINE G22™ Boosts 
Yields on Wheat Plots  
2.9-Bu Advantage Over Dry Phos
Plot trials in Manitoba and Alberta 
this past year have proven once again 
that placing ALPINE G22™ liquid 
starter in the seed row delivers a strong 
advantage to crops in Western Canada. 
Spring-seeded wheat plots near 
Winkler, Man., treated with 3 gal/
acre of ALPINE G22™ yielded 
a 2.9-bushel advantage over strips 
treated with 40 lbs/acre of seed-
placed 11-52-0 dry phosphorous – 
and a 4.5-bushel advantage over rows 
with no phosphate.
Spring wheat on the Schmaus farm 
near Viking, Alta., – also treated with 

3 gal/acre of seed-placed ALPINE 
G22™ – emerged two days sooner, 
matured faster, and yielded 2.2 bu/
acre more than rows with dry, seed-
placed phosphate in the same plot. 

Advanced Maturity
“We would have seen even bigger 
yields with ALPINE G22™ if we 
hadn’t been struck by hail in late July,” 
says Jordan Schmaus, who farms 
5,000 acres with his brother and 
father, and has been using ALPINE 
G22™ on wheat, oats, peas, and 
canola crops for over five years. “The 
wheat seeded with Alpine starter was 

ALPINE INSIGHT: Expanding to Meet Growers’ Needs
Growing Demand for ALPINE G22™

It’s been another year of tremendous growth 
for Alpine across Western Canada as more 
growers discover the seeding efficiencies 
and yield advantage that our liquid fertilizer 
products and Phazed Nutrition Program offer. 
This year we expanded production and 
storage capacity at our Belle Plaine 
manufacturing facility by about 50 per cent 
to keep pace with growing demand for 
Alpine starter and foliar products.

ALPINE G22™ liquid starter is the main 
product driving that demand. On-farm 
trials seeded with our new plot drill this 
past year in Manitoba and Alberta have 
been drawing attention to the increased 
yields growers often experience by seed 
placing ALPINE G22™ on their crops 
(see story above). 

On-Farm Trials 
This spring, we have more on-farm field 
trials lined up in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 

and Alberta so more farmers can witness 
the Alpine advantage first-hand. We’ll test 
ALPINE G22™ on wheat, canola, and at 
least one pulse crop – demonstrating its 
seed safety and immediate availability in 
cold, spring soil.
We’ll also do more ALPINE K-Thio™ 
foliar trials to determine what’s causing the 
large yield responses growers keep seeing 
with this new potash and sulphur product 
on lentils (see page 2).
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The seedling on the right shows the strong growth advantage 
of seed placing ALPINE G22™ compared to dry, seed-placed 
phosphate (middle), and no phosphate (left).
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ALPINE K-Thio™ Yields Spark Growing Interest
1 L/Acre on Lentils Delivered 
an Extra 6.6 Bushels

When Doug 
Erickson heard 
that just 1 L/
acre of ALPINE 
K-Thio™ foliar 
triggered a 
4.8-bushel 
response on 
lentils during a 
recent plot trial in 
Saskatchewan, he 

decided to test it on his own farm. 
ALPINE K-Thio™ is a foliar blend of liquid 
potassium and sulphur. “Peas and lentils 
are heavy potash users. ALPINE K-Thio™ 
seemed like an easy way to apply some 
high quality potassium to our pulses, and 
potentially boost yields,” says Erickson.
 “We figured if we can achieve even a 4-bu/

acre increase on our lentils, that would put an 
extra $50,000 in our pocket,” says Erickson, 
who grows 7,000 acres of lentils, peas, wheat, 
durum, and canola with his father and brother 
near Birsay, Sask. 

‘$50,000 in Our Pocket’
Erickson sprayed half of a lentil field with 
ALPINE K-Thio™ at early flower last spring, 
and left the other half without. “Everything 
else was the same on both sides of the 
field,” says Erickson, noting he seed placed 
ALPINE G22™ on the whole field and 
sprayed on another 2 L/acre as a foliar with 
his herbicide – like he does on all crops. 
As harvest approached, there was no visual 
difference on the test field, but the yield 
monitor told a different story. 
“We ended up with a 6.6-bushel advantage 
on the ALPINE K-Thio™ half of the field 
– much higher than expected. It’s just one 
year but we replicated the results from the 

previous plot trial – so we’re going to use it on 
all 1,500 acres of lentils this spring, and test it 
on other crops,” says Erickson.
Another grower near Rosetown, Sask., 
experienced similar results with ALPINE 
K-Thio™ last fall – a 5-bushel advantage 
on a side-by-side lentil trial, says Blake 
Weatherald, Alpine’s DSM for Western 
Saskatchewan. 
The yield responses with ALPINE K-Thio™ 
are stirring wide interest across Western 
Canada, says Weatherald, noting growers like 
the fact that it can be tank mixed and sprayed 
on with fungicides and other products.
“The sulphur and potassium in ALPINE 
K-Thio™ likely both contribute to the 
yield responses we’re seeing, but I think 
the potassium is the biggest factor,” says 
Weatherald. He points out that “while 
Saskatchewan soils are generally high in 

about three days ahead on maturity than the 
rows seeded with dry phosphate, so it shelled 
out worse from the hail because it was riper.”
“You could see the difference all the way 
through,” says Schmaus. “The Alpine-treated 
wheat had bigger heads, a 25 to 30 per cent 
larger root mass at the three-leaf stage, and was 
more advanced throughout the growing season.”
So what is it about ALPINE G22™ that gets 
crops out of the ground faster and puts more 
bushels in the bin? 

Plant Available; Seed Safe
“It’s the availability of the phosphorous,” says 
Herman Peters, with Liqui-Farm, an Alpine 
dealership that oversaw the Winkler plot 
trials. “The low salt index, low impurity levels, 
and neutral pH in ALPINE G22™ make it 
safe to place right on the seed with no risk of 
seed burn – so it’s available in those first few 
critical weeks when phosphate requirements 
are highest for strong, early root growth.”
Peters says the growers he works with 
frequently see yield responses with ALPINE 
G22™ “because it’s in the right place – with 
the seed – at the right time. Dry phosphate 
is often placed away from the seed to prevent 
burn due to the high salt index – forcing roots 
to go searching for it.”

Cold Soil Advantage 
The yield response with ALPINE G22™ 
tends to be greatest in cold, spring soil. “That’s 

because liquid ALPINE G22™ is the form of 
phosphate that plants can immediately take 
up – liquid orthophosphate,” says Chris Cox, 
Alpine’s DSM for Manitoba and Southeastern 
Saskatchewan. 
“While the Winkler plots were already high 
in phosphate, the soil has to warm up before 
it becomes plant available,” explains Cox, 
noting the plots were seeded on April 23 in 
6 degree Celsius soil. “Dry phosphate has 
to break down and dissolve before roots can 
absorb it. Polyphosphates have to convert to 
orthophosphate to be plant usable. In cold, 
dry soil that can take up to a month. ALPINE 
G22™ gets phosphate to the roots right away 
for aggressive, early growth, a stronger plant, 
and higher yields.”
While growers in Western Canada typically 
see up to a 3- to 5-bushel advantage on 

most crops seeded in cold, spring soil with 
ALPINE G22™, the convenience factor is 
still one of the main reasons farmers switch 
from dry phosphate to ALPINE G22™ liquid 
starter, says Cox. 

Convenience is King
“Convenience is king. ALPINE G22™ is easy 
to handle, and you can plant more acres per fill 
because it frees up space in your cart for more 
seed or nitrogen. Many growers feel pushed 
because they’re farming more acres, and it’s not 
easy to find labour,” says Cox. “They want to get 
their crop in under ideal conditions, and those 
conditions don’t always last long in Western 
Canada. Being able to extend fill times to get 
your crop in quicker and out of the ground 
sooner is a huge advantage with ALPINE 
G22™.”

ALPINE G22™ – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Doug Erickson

Spring wheat treated with ALPINE G22™ in the seed furrow (on the left) emerged two days sooner, matured 
faster, and delivered more bushels than rows treated with dry phos, and rows with no phos (on the right) 
during plot trials on the Schmaus farm last year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4



Seed Safety Gives Growers a Leading Edge
The Fertilizer of 
Choice on Canola, 
Corn, and Soybean 
Planters
A new trend is spreading 
across Western Canada 
as more growers consider 
adding soybeans and 
corn to their crop 
rotations. Many are 
eyeing new planters 
for these crops that 
also singulate canola – 
planting the seeds one 
at a time, and allowing 
farmers to drop canola 
seeding rates as low as 1 
or 2 lbs/acre – for huge 
cost savings. 
As planting season approaches, ALPINE 
G22™ liquid starter is becoming the fertilizer 
of choice for these new planters.
“Liquid ALPINE G22™ is a lot easier to 
handle with these planters than granular 
phosphate. It’s easy to apply with the seed, 
and it’s a proven performer in the furrow as 
a starter fertilizer,” says Kellen Huber, owner 
of Tri-Star Farm Services near Regina, a 
distributor of Monosem planters.

Decades of Experience
“Growers know that Alpine has decades of 
experience when it comes to hooking up 
liquid kits and seed placing liquid starter 
on these units,” says Terry Good, Alpine’s 
Western Canada Sales Manager. “They also 
know Alpine products are extremely seed safe 
– an important factor on crops like soybeans, 
corn, and canola, which are salt-sensitive 
and vulnerable to seed burn from too much 
phosphate or nitrogen too close to the seed.”
Bartt Chute, who farms with his family near 
Moose Jaw, plans to use ALPINE G22™ 
on the Monosem planter he just purchased 
to seed canola, soybeans, and possibly some 
corn this spring. Soybeans are a new crop for 
Chute. Like many growers, he was looking 
for a high-value, alternative legume to replace 
lentils because of a soil-borne disease that has 
impacted yields lately. 
Chute says seed safety is a key reason he 
chose ALPINE G22™. “I’m looking for a 
way to apply phosphorous more effectively – 
with reduced risk of seedling damage. Other 
fellows I know are using it and are quite 
happy with the results. The more things you 
can do to get your crop out of the ground 
and healthy, the greater your chances are for 
higher yields.” 

Low Impurities; Low Salt Index
Keith Anderson, Alpine’s 
DSM in Southern 
Alberta, says a low salt 
index and low impurity 
levels are a major reason 
ALPINE G22™ is so 
seed safe. “Dry phos has 
many impurities such 
as aluminum which is 
toxic to roots. ALPINE 
G22™ is almost 10 times 

lower in aluminum content than dry phos.”
By sourcing only high-quality raw materials 
– rather than resorting to cheaper alternatives 
that are high in aluminum, arsenic, and heavy 
metals – Alpine keeps impurity levels low and 
its products seed safe, says Good. “Farmers 

need to really 
consider the source 
of the raw materials 
used when applying 
seed-placed 
nutrients.”  

A Lesson in Seed 
Safety
Patrick Fabian has 
been seed placing 
and foliar feeding 
ALPINE G22™ on 
soybeans, flax, and 
cereals for four years 
on his farm near 
Brooks, Alta. Fabian 
says he found out 
the hard way how 
sensitive soybeans 

are to granular phosphate in the seed furrow.
After running out of dry phosphate midway 
through a field one spring, Fabian was soon 
able to see that his plant stand was heavier 
on the side of the field where he’d run out. 
“That’s what tipped us off that there was a 
plant stand reduction due to seed burn,” says 
Fabian who immediately stopped using dry 
fertilizer.
“We use ALPINE G22™ on everything 
now. Our crops are taller, healthier, and 
greener. Other soybean growers who farm on 
better land than ours have told us our plants 
have more pods and vigor than theirs,” adds 
Fabian. “And we love how evenly we can 
apply micronutrients by mixing them in the 
furrow with ALPINE G22™. Every seed 
gets the same nutrition. Our crops have never 
been better.”

ALPINE G22™ is becoming the fertilizer of choice on planters that can seed corn, soybeans, and singulate 
canola all with the same unit.

Find out more about Alpine starter and foliar products by visiting our trade show booth this year. For a 
complete listing of shows we are attending, please go to www.alpinepfl.com or call your nearest DSM.

Alpine DSM 
Keith Anderson



www.alpinepfl.com

Alpine Foliar
Demand continues to grow for ALPINE 
G22™ as a foliar fertilizer because it’s so 
easy and cost effective for growers to tank 
mix and apply 2 L/acre anytime they’re 
spraying a herbicide, insecticide, or fungicide. 
Alpine foliar nutrition provides an energy 
boost that helps crops manage pesticide 
and environmental stresses, and consistently 
delivers bushels worth of response.
We started producing micronutrients in Belle 
Plaine last year as more growers request tissue 
samples to identify nutrient deficiencies that 
may be limiting yields. 
Boron deficiencies in canola have been 
widespread because it’s less plant available 
in high soil moisture conditions. Studies 
show boron triggers a positive yield response 
in canola – helping it hang onto the flower 
longer in hot weather, and improving seed 
development. 
Like all Alpine products, our liquid 
micronutrients are manufactured from high 
quality raw ingredients, and mix easily with 
ALPINE G22™ for soil or foliar application. 

New Potash Foliar  
Tissue testing also revealed potassium 
deficiencies on some farms this year, 
prompting us to introduce ALPINE 

HKW18™ to Western 
Canada – an existing 
Alpine foliar product 
that’s been used in 
Ontario for decades. 
ALPINE HKW18™ 
is a potassium 
orthophosphate blend 
that is safe on leaves 
and offers an effective 
source of potash. 
As our District Sales 
Managers (DSMs) 
work with growers to 
maximize production 
on every acre, ALPINE HKW18™ is an 
example of how Alpine can respond quickly 
to meet growers’ changing fertility needs. 
We’ve been in the business of helping North 
American farmers optimize fertility and grow 
the best crop possible for 40 years, so we have 
a large product offering to draw from when 
the need arises. And with a production plant 
in Saskatchewan, we can make these products 
available to Prairie farmers quickly.

New Product Names 
With more Alpine products to choose from 
in Western Canada, we’ve unveiled new 
product names, such as ALPINE G22™ 
for our liquid starter. This makes it easier for 
customers to specify the exact product they’re 
looking for when placing orders.

To meet high demand for our products, 
Alpine is expanding aggressively in Canada 
and in the U.S. through the Nachurs® brand. 
We recently purchased a new production 
plant in St. Gabriel, Louisiana along the 
Mississippi River to help service the North 
American market, and to give us greater 
access to high quality, raw materials from 
around the world.
To find out how Alpine can help you get 
more out of each acre, and for a list of new 
product names, contact your nearest DSM.
All the best in 2013,
Murray Van Zeggelaar
VP Sales & Marketing

ALPINE INSIGHT – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

potash, research suggests less than two per 
cent of potash seen in soil tests is actually 
plant available each year.”

Pulses Are Big Potash Users
“Peas and lentils use a lot of potassium late 
in the season when the plant is going from 
the vegetative to the reproductive stage. That 
extra shot of foliar potassium at early flower 
provides a nutrition boost at a critical stage of 
growth,” says Weatherald.
Erickson agrees. “Potash drives seed set which 

ultimately increases yield.”
“With wet growing conditions causing disease 
problems in lentils lately, the potassium and 
possibly the sulphur in ALPINE K-Thio™ 
could be helping reduce disease – simply by 
increasing overall plant health – which could 
also be impacting yields,” adds Weatherald. 
He notes neither Erickson nor the Rosetown 
grower had previously fed sulphur or 
potassium to their lentils. 
“We’re planning more plot trials this spring 

to assess whether the yield increases with 
ALPINE K-Thio™ are strictly due to 
nutrient increases in the plants, or if disease 
suppression is also a factor,” says Weatherald.

Healthy Plants = Higher Yields
For Erickson, it’s all about having a total 
nutrient package that meets his crop’s needs. 
“If all the nutrients are there, you’ll have 
healthier plants that are less susceptible to 
disease and other stresses, and that affects 
yield.”

ALPINE K-THIO™ – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Growers can witness the Alpine advantage first-hand as we conduct more on-
farm seeding trials across Western Canada with the Alpine plot drill this spring.
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