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ALPINE INSIGHT

NACHURS
ALPINE
SOLUTIONS
ACQUIRED BY
WILBUR-ELLIS
This past November, our company was
acquired by Wilbur-Ellis, based in San
Francisco, CA. Wilbur-Ellis is a family
owned company that will be celebrating
its 100th anniversary in 2021. Before
the purchase of our company, its business
was focused in three main areas:

ALPINE F18 Max™
Looks Promising
This past growing season was the first
year in Ontario both researchers and
growers tested ALPINE’s promising new
foliar product, ALPINE F18 Max™.

K-Tech® - Potassium 2.0
ALPINE F18 Max™ contains K-Tech®
potassium technology, which you’ve come
to know in products such as ALPINE
K20-S® and our recently introduced
in-furrow starter product, ALPINE
G241-S®. K-Tech® is simply the best
technology in the marketplace for getting

•
®

foliar potassium into a plant, due to a
small molecule size and its ability to enter
plant leaf cells in very dry conditions.
Further to this, K-Tech® is an extremely
safe source of potassium and quite
compatible with most crop protection
products.

Strong micronutrient package
With an N-P-K formula of 8-4-6,
ALPINE F18 Max™ also carries a great
micronutrient load for crops grown
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

•
•

Ag retail – over 150 locations across
the United States
Nutrition – involved in feed
ingredients and pet food
manufacturing
Industrial Chemicals – involved in
world-wide chemical trade

Nachurs Alpine Solutions has become
its 4th business unit, focused on the
manufacture and distribution of high
quality liquid fertilizer.
We at ALPINE are very excited about
the opportunities that our new parent
company brings. Wilbur-Ellis brings
a very positive mission and vision to
our company, with core values that
are focused first and foremost on the
customer. They are a family owned
business that has its roots in agriculture
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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ALPINE ®
ADVANTAG
E:

+2.5 bu/a

Amp Up Your Sprayer Passes
As modern agriculture pushes crop yields
higher, field crops are being managed in
a more intensive manner, with the use of
fungicides and insecticides becoming a
common practice. Post-emerge sprayers
now pass over many fields multiple times
throughout the growing season.

contains 8% Sulphur which also needs to
be addressed on all crops now as well as a
strong micronutrient package to enhance
crop growth.
ALPINE SRN® when co-applied with
a fungicide on corn has an average yield
increase of over 12 bu/ac over our 7 years
of testing. Some trials have shown a
synergistic effect when adding nutrients
to fungicide sprays, meaning that the two
products applied together give a yield
increase greater that the benefits of each of
them when applied on their own.

These extra field passes with crop
protectants present an ideal opportunity
to supply some crop nutrients during what
are usually high-demand times in the crop’s
growth cycle. ALPINE’s comprehensive
lineup of foliar nutrition products are
compatible with most common crop
protectants and can increase bottom line
returns.

Micronutrients
ALPINE MicroBolt® micronutrients
are also routinely added to spray mixes
to address specific micronutrient needs.
They are extremely tank-mixable with
crop protectants and are a superior way to
address individual micronutrient needs.
ALPINE MicroBolt Mn® is routinely
used on soybeans and also contains
10% potassium to help boost the plants
potassium levels.

Early Season Pass
Early season post-emergent herbicides
and early cereal crop fungicides present
a great opportunity to add the ALPINE
Fortified products or our new ALPINE
F18 Max™. These all contain N,P,K a
good micronutrient mix as well as other
additives, helping the crop through the
stresses of a pesticide application and
other environmental challenges it may be
encountering at that time.

This growing season before starting
your spray programs, be sure to call your
ALPINE rep and have a discussion on how
to maximize the benefits of each trip the
applicator makes over the crop by adding
timely crop nutrients to the sprayer tank
and increasing your crop returns.

Later Season Pass
Moving later into the spray season when
crops are coming into reproductive phases,
the choice of ALPINE nutrient can become
more crop and nutrient specific. Tissue
sampling prior to the sprayer pass is
the ultimate way to determine which
nutrient is needed the most at that point
in time. Long-term data on soybeans
shows an application of ALPINE
K20-S® gives an average yield increase
of 2.5 bu/ac on soybeans. This represents
a return on investment of about 300%
! K-Tech is the potassium source in
this product, and is the most highly
availablepotassiumproductavailablefor
foliar feeding plants. ALPINE K20-S®

ALPINE K20-S yield response in Soybean
7 year summary, 36 replications
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ALPINE K20-S

in Ontario, with 1% Zn, 1%
Mn. 0.2% Cu and 0.1% B.
Surfactants, compatibility agents
and organic acids in the formula
upgrade it to a product superior
to others in the foliar market.
The label rate of ALPINE F18
Max™ for most crops is 1 – 2 L/
acre with rates up to 4 L/acre on
some specialty crops. ALPINE
F18 Max™ fits into those
“multivitamin” type of nutrient
applications, where it can be
co-applied with a crop protectant
to carry crops through stressful
or high nutrient demand periods.
Other products in ALPINE’s
foliar fertility product lineup
can be used for later and more
targetedapplicationswhencrops
are more in need of one or two
specific nutrients.

Hefty ROI
First year plot data looks very
encouraging for ALPINE F18
Max™. With data on wheat,
soybeans and corn, the minimum
R.O.I. (return on investment)
observed was 45% on the wheat
crop, with even more impressive
returns on soybeans and corn.
ALPINE will continue to
generate data in our research
program to back these claims
up. Anecdotal evidence from
a grower who applied it to
very drought-stressed soybeans
with the second glyphosate
application suggests that
ALPINE F18 Max™ was very
good on his farm at carrying
the crop through one of the
driest summers on record, and
salvaging an average yield.
Talk to your local ALPINE sales
manager as to where ALPINE
F18 Max™ and our other high
quality foliar nutrition products
can fit in on your cropping
operation. ALPINE’s team
in Ontario has 8 Certified
Crop Advisors to make sound
recommendations for your crops.
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and understands the business of farming.
With its world-wide presence and focus
on innovation, we believe that this will
be a benefit to you, our customers, to
help us introduce new products and new
technologies to help you grow crops
more efficiently and more profitably.
“Nachurs Alpine Solutions is a great
strategic fit for Wilbur-Ellis,” said
Wilbur-Ellis’ President and CEO,
John Buckley. “It supports our One
Wilbur-Ellis strategy, which promotes

collaboration and leveraging our
resources, experiences and knowledge
across our businesses to add value and
better serve customers.”

To learn more about Wilbur-Ellis, I
encourage you to visit their website at
www.wilburellis.com.

You will not see any changes to our
company name or the product brand
names that we sell. Nor will you see any
changes to our sales teams or customer
service teams. Rest assured that the
same level of first-class service and highquality products that you have become
accustomed to will remain the same.

Murray Van Zeggelaar
Vice President ALPINE

Relay Feeding/Dual Placement Fertility Systems
Relay Feeding/Dual Placement
Fertility Systems
For several years now, the ALPINE team
has witnessed more corn planters utilizing a
dual system of fertilizer placement. With this
approach, a high quality, seed-safe in-furrow
starter is used and to complement it a higher
rate of an N-P-K mix, either in the liquid or
dry form is applied further away from the seed,
typically in a 2X2 band. A similar program
is used in strip-tillage systems when the strip
till applicator applies nutrients below the seed
zone and ALPINE starter fertilizer is applied
at planting time.
Another form of a dual-placement system
in the FurrowJet from Precision Planting.
These devices allow growers to place nutrients
directly on the seed as well as in bands on each
side of the seed, which enable higher rates of
nutrients to be placed in closer proximity to
the seed.

nutrients where they’re applied is an everincreasingly important obligation for growers
of Ontario’s crops.

ALPINE G241-S was applied in addition to
a 2X2 dry fertilizer band or a deeper placed
strip-till band, the in-furrow ALPINE starter
brought over 5 bu/ac more yield compared to
when just the 2X2 band or strip-till band were
used alone. The addition of in-furrow starter
also resulted in the moisture content of the
corn being about 1.0% lower as well.

How it works
A relay-feeding system places enough
high-quality fertility very close to the seed to
carry the plant to about the 6-leaf stage. At
this point, the larger secondary root system
becomes big enough to intercept the banded
nutrients that have been applied.

When looking at ways to improve cropping
programs, both from a 4R nutrient
management perspective and in order to
maximize yields, be sure to talk to your
ALPINE DSM about a dual placement
system on your planting equipment.

Results from trials in Ontario over the past
three years support the concept of dualplacement of nutrients on corn crops. When

Precision Placement
BROADCAST- No Efficiency

BANDED 2”x 2”- P rates over 14 lb/ac

1 1/2”

Fits the 4R program
These systems are a big step toward 4R
nutrient management programs. 4R refers to
crop fertility programs based on the “Right
Rate, Right Source, Right Place and Right
Time”, principles of nutrient management.
A 4R based fertility management regime
ensures nutrients are applied in an
environmentally sustainable manner, while
keeping the economics of producing a crop
in mind. In Ontario a key component of a
4R nutrient program is to reduce or eliminate
the spreading of bulk nutrients, especially
Phosphorus and Potash, and place them in a
more accurate band closer to the crop roots.
Protecting the environment by keeping crop

IN-FURROW- Efficient

1 1/2”
2”

2”

Leaves plant potentially short of P at a
critical growth stage. Crop roots likely
will not come in contact with the
fertilizer during early growth as P only
moves 1/10” in the soil.

By applying rates over 14 lbs of P in a
band away from the seed, this
minimizes any potential damage to root
burning. Plant roots are able to
maintain P requirements due to the
relay effect from in-furrow liquid placed
P to sided banded dry P.

Fulfills needs of the young plant in
regard to P requirements. Phosphorus
placed for maximum plant efficiency.
Roots are in immediate contact with a
seed safe source of liquid phosphate.

day event at their own farm
to show area farmers how
ALPINE could improve their
crops. The Fishers would bring
in local machinery dealers to
showcase their equipment
along with drills and planters
the Fishers had previously
set up for applying ALPINE
starter fertilizers.

Keith and Norma Fisher
- Dealers Extraordinaire
start their fifth decade
as ALPINE retailers
Keith and Norma were first introduced to ALPINE when
their son Tom was operating a custom spraying business
back in the 1980’s. Wayne Ropp, the local ALPINE DSM
at the time, showed Tom how foliar spraying ALPINE
fertilizers could complement his spray business and increase
revenues for his growers and himself. Tom decided the spray
business was too close to the ground for him and embarked
on a successful career as a commercial pilot. Wayne wanted
to keep ALPINE in the area, so he approached Keith and
Norma to continue on with ALPINE sales in the area to
which they agreed to give a try.

Early field days showcase ALPINE Advantage
The first customer they set up for starter fertilizer was Bill
and Evelyn Thomas. Other growers noticed how their crops
stood out, and wanted to know how they were achieving
these results. So Keith and Norma started putting on a field

It wasn’t long and they
were kept busy setting up
several planters per year. At
first it was a lot of 2, 4 or
6 row planters. Now 24 or
larger row planters are more
common in their yard. It is
typical for a planter now to
arrive at the Fishers directly
from the dealership to install
the ALPINE kit. Keith and
Norma look after sales, kits
and customer relations while
son Jeff looks after the fabrication. Having the fabrication
capabilities was key in developing the ALPINE business
says Keith. As Keith has often been asked “if you can put the
kit on, I will use ALPINE.” Keith and Norma started using
ALPINE from day one after becoming a local supplier. They
continue to use various ALPINE products to this day and
help advise customers depending on their own needs for their
crop production.

Customer Service
Keith and Norma have grown their business with their
dedication to customer service. They continue to provide
customers with the latest in crop fertility products from
ALPINE that will increase the grower’s returns. Many
of their customers now include ALPINE MicroBolt
Zinc and ALPINE MicroBolt Manganese as a standard
practice to obtain top yields. While a full range of ALPINE
micronutrients is available depending on a farmer’s individual
needs. ALPINE has always been the benchmark product for
product quality and service.
Entering their fifth decade as an ALPINE retailer the
Fishers are eager to continue serving their customers in the
same professional manner as in the past.

For more information contact 1-844-655 PHOS(7467)
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