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ALPINE INSIGHT

TEAM ALPINE
We all know that every successful 
organization is supported by a top-notch 
group of individuals whose drive and 
passion for what they do enables it to 
move forward successfully.   ALPINE 
is no exception.  Our team of Ontario 
District Sales Managers (DSMs) 
have collectively over 160 years of 
experience serving crop growers of 
Ontario.   Whether it’s developing 4R 
based crop nutrition plans, assisting with 
equipment setup or troubleshooting the 
challenges that crops can throw at us, 
the ALPINE DSMs are highly capable 
of enhancing profitability for growers.  
Backed by ALPINE’s production, logistic, 
administrative and parts team at our New 
Hamburg headquarters ALPINE is able 
to provide a “Made in Canada” solution to 
your crop’s nutritional needs. 

Brad King:  With over 37 years in the 
agricultural field and 16 of them at 
ALPINE, Brad leads growers east of 
Highway 400 placing ALPINE’s products 
to enhance their crop production and 
profitability.  Along with promoting 
ALPINE’s proven lineup of seed-placed 
starter fertilizers, Brad is an excellent 
resource for equipment setups and 
developing foliar nutrition programs.

Nick Cressman:  Covering Grey, Bruce, 
Dufferin, North Wellington, Simcoe, Peel, 
York and the Temiskaming area Nick has 
been with ALPINE for over seven years.  
Nick’s experience on his own farm provide 

K-Tech® Powered  
ALPINE G241-S™ 
Ontario growers seeking the highest yields possible are now filling their tanks with 
ALPINE G241-S™.  For over 45 years ALPINE G24® has been the industry 
standard, but through research and development, the bar has been raised on seed-
placed liquid starter fertilizer by the introduction of ALPINE G241-S with K-Tech 
potassium.

Highly Available Phosphate

Similar to all the high quality ALPINE 
products, ALPINE G241-S went 
through rigorous quality and performance 
testing before it’s commercial release.  
Lab testing ensures that it will store well 
and mix with ALPINE MicroBolt® 
micronutrients which are routinely added 

to it, catering to crop-specific needs.  
Like its predecessor, ALPINE G241-S 
contains 80% of its phosphorus in the 
ortho-phosphate form.  This is the form 
of phosphorus taken up by plant roots, 
thus it guarantees a readily available 
supply of phosphorus for early seedling 
growth, even in cool spring conditions.
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That's Sound Advice
With more at stake financially, 
environmentally and from the regulatory 
standpoint, progressive Ontario crop 
producers continue to insist that their crop 
advisors are accredited under the Certified 
Crop Advisor program.  
The Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) 
designation has been available in Ontario 

for over 20 years when forward thinking agricultural industry 
stakeholders identified the need for an accredited program to bring 
and hold crop advisors to a higher level of knowledge and standards.  

CCA – Professional Advice

Attaining the designation of CCA requires a combination of 
crop advising career experience, formal education, and successful 
completion of two exams. Both an international agronomy exam 
and an Ontario specific one must be successfully completed.   Once 
certified, CCAs are required to complete 40 hours of education 
every two years from the areas of soil and water management, 
integrated pest management, crop management, nutrient 
management and professional development.  In addition to these 
educational requirements, CCAs must sign a Code of Ethics.   
There are currently about 655 CCAs in Ontario.  Most progressive 
agricultural input suppliers and consultants encourage their 
employees to pursue their CCA designation.   ALPINE is proud 
to have eight staff members in Ontario who hold the CCA 
designation.  A more recent development within the CCA program 
is the development of specializations.  Ontario CCAs currently 
have the option for the 4R Nutrient Management specialty and the 
Resistance Management specialty.  

4R Nutrient Management Designation

The 4R Nutrient Management specialty is of special interest to 
ALPINE.  Our seed-placed liquid fertilizer programs and foliar 
products fit perfectly into 4R structured programs in that they 
place the crop fertility at the Right Rate, at the Right Time, in the 
Right Place from the Right Source.  As agricultural production 
practices face increased scrutiny from influencers outside of our 
industry, it is critical that crop fertility programs are structured with 
the 4R principles guiding decisions.  ALPINE currently has five 
staff members in Ontario that carry the 4R Nutrient Management 
Specialist designation.  Since the introduction of the 4R Nutrient 
Management specialty in 2016, 109 Ontario CCA’s have attained 
the 4R designation which represents 39% of all the 4R Specialists 
in North America. 

The Certified Crop Advisor program continues to flourish in 
Ontario with many new candidates completing the exams every 
year.   As producing crops becomes more complex with how we 
manage nutrients in an environmentally responsible and sustainable 
manner, CCAs will continue to partner with growers in the 
development of cropping plans.  ALPINE is proud to support 
the Ontario CCA program and the many advantages it brings to 
Ontario’s crop producers.

Verified economic return - 3:1 ROI

From an agronomic perspective, ALPINE G241-S 
has been now tested for three years in ALPINE’s 
plot program as well as by independent researchers.   
The results are convincing:  With 69 replications of 
data, province-wide and over three growing seasons, 
ALPINE G241-S has outperformed the benchmark 
ALPINE G24 by 2.5 bu/ac in corn.  This provides a 
handsome payback for growers.

Early Sulphur Availability

Part of the increased yield is due to the addition of 
Sulphur to ALPINE G241-S. While not enough to 
satisfy the crops entire Sulphur needs, it contains a 
small amount to start the plant off, especially in the 
spring when soils are cool and Sulphur is not being 
released from the soil complex.

K-Tech Advantages

The bigger part of the yield advantage from 
ALPINE G241-S can be attributed to its potassium 
being derived from K-Tech potassium.  K-Tech is 
a new and unique form of potassium exclusive to 
ALPINE, that has many advantages over traditional 
potassium sources.  K-Tech is an incredibly water 
soluble form of potassium, which makes it readily 
available for uptake through the plant’s roots to 
provide a good shot of starter potassium for healthy 
plant growth.  
Another critical feature of K-Tech sourced 
potassium is the anion component of it which is 
both a plant metabolite as well as a food source 
for soil mycorrhizae.  When K-Tech potash breaks 
down into the positively charged potassium cation 
and the negatively charged acetate anion, this acetate 
portion becomes an integral part of key metabolic 
cycles within the plant and can help boost plant 
metabolism.  In the soil, this acetate component also 
serves as a supply of energy for the soil mycorrhizae 
and is actually the preferred food source of 
mycorrhizae.  These mycorrhizae are critical to soil 
health and assist in the movement of phosphorus 
into plant roots.
With the huge advancements being made in crop 
yields through genetics, precision planting, nutrient 
application techniques and better soil management, 
ALPINE G241-S is another new and exciting tool 
to continue the upward trend in yields and enhance 
profitability of Ontario crop producers.
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him a first hand look at ALPINE’s leading lineup of seed-placed 
starter products as well as our foliar lineup.

Wayne Mitchell:  Before joining ALPINE over three years ago, 
Wayne spent many years in the agricultural retail sector and the 
seed business.  Wayne also spend several years producing corn, 
wheat and soybeans on his own farm.  This deep knowledge of 
crops, enables Wayne to bring great value to growers in Huron, 
Perth and parts of Middlesex and Bruce Counties.

Jeremy Johnson:  A keen interest in on-farm trials helps Jeremy 
provide the best local information possible for growers in his 
territory of Waterloo, Wellington and Perth.  In his 4 years with 
ALPINE, Jeremy has been instrumental in developing an alfalfa 
fertility program based around ALPINE K20-S which boosts 
profits on leading dairy farms.

Wade Graham:  Spending nearly two years at ALPINE, a 
University of Guelph Agriculture degree and many years 
farming gives Wade tremendous experience to serve growers 
from New Hamburg west to London.  Wade continues to 
work on new concepts with growers in this excellent cropping 
area to make good crops great.

Pierre Pinsonneault:  In the highly diverse territory south of 
the 401 and east of London, Pierre works with traditional grain 
crops as well as many horticultural crops.  With over 
30 years of experience in the crop input area, and 
eight of them at ALPINE Pierre is highly capable 
of creating profitable solutions for growers of all 
crops.

Brad Nicholson:  Handling the ALPINE 
sales work in Lambton, Kent, Essex and 
parts of Elgin, Brad has spent his entire life 
in agriculture, the last 11 years of it on our 
ALPINE team.  Crop farming on his own operation keeps Brad 
very in-tune with cropping practices to increase profitability for 
customers through ALPINE nutrition programs.

Fertilizer Markets 2019
This year has seen the input markets return 
to a more traditional pricing structure with 
the lowest prices of the season in the fall 
increasing through to spring. Leading off 
the fall buying season, dry phosphate costs 
were up over 20% from the prior year. The 
increases in dry phosphates have filtered into 
the liquid market over the last 7 months 
with costs increasing on a monthly basis. 
Similarly, nitrogen prices are well up from 
a year ago, but have retreated from higher 
fall values with little indication of support 
for higher prices going forward. Potash 
pricing has also followed the upward trend 
with the largest increase coming this past 

January. Overall fertilizer cost to crop value 
indices have remained well within the 
historical range indicating a positive buying 
environment through spring.  
The 2019 Ag year started off this fall with 
brisk sales and strong demand for ALPINE 
products across all sales territories. Sales 
and orders have been close to budget with 
over 103% of prior year volume committed. 
Challenges with the corn harvest in 
Ontario have led to some concern about 
corn acres being reduced this spring, but 
overall optimism is that acres will still 
be planted near historical levels. Parts of 
western Canada experienced significant 

drought impacts this past summer resulting 
in lower farm income and projected lower 
expenditures in 2019. However, the addition 
of new customers in many territories project 
continued growth for ALPINE over last 
year’s historical high volumes. Despite 
the extreme cold and return to an “old-
fashioned” feeling winter we can be sure that 
spring is only weeks away! Looking at all 
indicators we expect a good growing season 
and another successful year for ALPINE 
and our customers. 

- Reiny Packull, Vice President ALPINE
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ALPINE K20-S® Continues to Shine
Since being introduced to Ontario crop growers about 5 
years ago, ALPINE K20-S® continues to find new uses and 
provide economic returns on crops it’s applied to.
K-Tech® potassium, the inclusion of Sulfur and a solid 
micronutrient package provide the key components to success 
with this foliar applied product.

Unique Potassium Technology

K-Tech is ALPINE’s proprietary potassium source and has 
been proven in University Research to be the most available 
form of potassium for foliar uptake.  It also has a very low 
point-of-deliquesence, which ensures it can get into the 
leaf, even in low-humidity conditions.  This is important 
when spraying in dry summer conditions, often when soil 
potassium isn’t as readily available.  K-Tech also exhibits 
excellent crop safety, enabling rates to be applied that will 
keep the plant’s potassium levels where they need to be.  
ALPINE K20-S, with an 8% Sulfur content is the only 
product in the marketplace that allows growers to co-apply 
Sulfur with potassium and micronutrients through a one-
product, one-application program.  Sulfur continues to gain 
attention with Ontario crop producers as a limiting nutrient 
to high yields in all crops.  Atmospheric depositions of Sulfur 
have declined dramatically in the last 20 years and coupled 
with the fact that yields are increasing, more attention needs 
to be placed on Sulfur nutrition than ever.  Once inside a 
plant, Sulfur becomes a constituent of amino acids which 
form proteins, aids seed production, is involved in nitrogen 
fixation and is also needed for chlorophyll production.  
A unique combination of micronutrients is included 
with ALPINE K20-S to help keep plant processes 
working.   Boron, Manganese and Calcium assist seed-set, 
photosynthesis and cell wall structure.

Strong ROI

Initially thought of as a soybean product, ALPINE K20-S 
continues to provide good returns to soybean growers and 
uses on other crops continue to become established.   In 6 
years of soybean trials with 32 replications, ALPINE K20-S 
applied at 4 L/ac has increased yields over the untreated 
check by 2.3 bu/ac.  This provides an economic return of 
more than twice the investment on ALPINE K20-S.  

Benefits For Many Crops

Use patterns continue to expand for ALPINE K20-S.  Dairy 
producers have been using it on their alfalfa crops and seeing 
increased feed value and yields, when it is applied to new 
growth after each cutting.
When the impact of dry weather early in this year’s growing 
season induced a potassium deficiency on his corn crop, 
Dave Strickler of Listowel, Ontario, applied 8 L/Ac of 
ALPINE K20-S at the 10-12 leaf stage.  The results were 
impressive with regards to how quickly this high-potassium 
product brought the crop around and deficiency symptoms 
disappeared.   “The crop had one less stress to deal with in a 
stressful year and the resulting yield was above expectation 
and the farm average” explains Dave.
ALPINE’s Regional Sales Manager, Ken Brett firmly believes 
in using ALPINE K20-S on his family’s strawberry acres.  
“I routinely apply 3 applications during berry formation.  
Potassium builds yield and aids in sugar production in the 
fruit, leading to big yields of delicious berries that keep the 
pickers returning.  The ability for it to tank-mix with both 
other nutrients and crop protectants makes it a “no-brainer” 
in my management system.”
Typical of all ALPINE’s family of foliar crop nutrition 
products, ALPINE K20S is tank-mixable with most of the 
common crop protection products available making co-
application of these products possible in order to maximize 
efficiency of application equipment.
As time goes on, ALPINE continues to work with this 
unique potassium product on a number of crops.  Higher 
yields will undoubtably call for more focus on potassium to 
grow crops with maximum economic returns.  
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